
SEATS AND FORMS OF POWER 

I’m going to talk about the notion of seats and forms of power. Power is a strengh exerted on anyone. It 

can be exerted by Jusitce, media or high political authorities. This power is symbolise by seats as the Elysee or 

the stock exchange of Wall Street. I woul like to illustrate this notion trought the theme of India. India is a 

country in South Asia, it the seventh largest country by area and the second most populous country with over  

1.2 billion people. We may ask the question : Are all citizen on an equal footing in India ? First of all, I will 

analyse innegalities among citizen. Next, I will focus on innegalities between men and women. 

 

 

The cast system in India developped more than 3 000 years ago when the Indu priest divided the society 

into 4 heredity social class. The Brahman cast ist the superior class, they have privilegies witch the other cast 

don’t have. On the contrary, Dallits are outcast, they can’t practice all of jobs and they survive on less than 2 

dollars a day. Dallits suffers discriminetion. They are call « untouchables », untouchable means that you cannot 

touch, that is to say one who is so unworthy and so unclean that may contaminate others by sight or physical 

contact. 

India is a constrasted country, on the one hand, there are 55 billionaires and on the orther and, there are 

42% of the population live with less than 2 dollars a day. India is a fast growing country but the indian economy 

suffers from a problem of overpopulation, the population was multiplicate by 3.7 between 1941 and 2011. The 

government encourage the 2-child-family. But in India, espacially for poor people, it’s dramatic to don’t have 

boy.  Consequently, girls are persecute, this is the gendercide.  

 

 

In the dowry tradition, the family of the wife to be give a compensation to the groom’s parent for the 

cost  educating of their son. If after the marriage, the bride’s family can not pay the dowry, the husband’s family 

begins to violate the woman who ends up commiting suicide or being murdered. The dowry tradition explains 

also why the parents do not want o have daughters. Shilipi Somaya is the author  of the book « secret daughter » 

where it tells the story  of a poor indian family, Kavita and Jasu of which the birth of a daughter is a disaster. The 

extract dalt with the issue of childbirth and the fear of having a daughter. When Kavita gives birth to her baby, 

her husband annouced « you know we can’t keep this baby, we are not rich ». This baby is a drain for the family. 

In addition to reducing women to an object, this tradition is also responsible for 1000 of death each 

year. In fact, according to statistics, in 2011 it was estimated that were 940 girls for 1000 boys and only 65% girl 

can write and read against 83% of boy. 

 

 

To conclude, I can say that all citizen are not an equal footing in India because india is a coutry of 

contradiction as I show throught various example ; it is a country with a rich social class, a huge middle class but 

also 200 million poor. Furthermore, there is a big difference between men an women. I can say that India is a 

male dominated society 

 

 


